iBcnc,  jMene,  ®ckel ; 


or, 

TIIE  UNIVERSITY  A,  B,  C. 


COMPRISING,  IN  WEEKLY  NUMBERS,  IN  ALPHABETICAL  ORDER,  EVERY 
THING  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY,  PROFESSORS,  STUDENTS, 
ABUSES,  AND  ALL. 

'  "  *  <f  '■■•••  .  f  •  .  .  ,  ^  : 

No.  I.]  JANUARY  22,  18-S5-  [Price  3d. 

>  min^  \  J1  ■  — ,  ■"  1  ,;,‘*  ;  "TT*"T"*  '/■»■•'  ■  .  « 

Most  Gentle  Reader, 

Of  the  most  gentle  effusion  that  ever  emanated  from  the  Press, 
to  purify  and  exalt  the  human  mind,  we  implore  you  to  peruse 
this  work  with  unbiased  feelings,  and  dignified  attention  to  its  facts* 
If  you  be  a  Student,  unquestionably,  in  reading  many  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  yourself,  your  pride  will  be  lessened,  and  often  will  you 
be  glad  to  hide  your  diminished  head  from  the  severity  of  our  cas¬ 
tigation  ;  for,  in  commencing,  we  cannot  deny  that  we  shall  re¬ 
peatedly  find  occasion  to  treat  you  as  a  Snob.  If  you  be  an  animal 
of  the  class  and  order  of  Professors  and  Lecturers,  you  must  be 
yet  more  scrupulously  attentive  to  our  hints ;  and  remember  that 
only  the  galled  jade  will  wince  under  the  saddle.  If  you  be  a 
dirty,  greasy,  illiterate.  Town  Council-man,  we  dare  you  to  listen  to 
our  exposure  of  youi*  crimes  ;  and,  further,  we  dare  you  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  them  by  endeavouring  to  suppress  our  exertions  by  your 
countless  myrmidons  of  the  land.  The  object. of  our  periodical  is 
for  the  expunging  abuses  that  are  rotting  the  very  foundations  of 
6ur  public  schools.  To  challenge  the  Town  Council  to  disprove 
«ror,  assertions,  while  we  accuse  them  of  corruption,  humbug. 
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ignorance,  and  abuses  to  expose  the  ridiculous  pretensious,  over¬ 
weening  pride,  miserable  stupidity,  and  despicable  conduct  of  those 
very  Professors  who  ought  to  be  the  guardians  and  bulwarks  of 
the  Students’  rights,  instead  of  their  bitterest  enemies  and  most 
hated  foe**  Moreover,  although  we  have  the  improvement  of  the 
Students,  as  a  mass,  at  least,  still  we  shall  not  spare  the  rod  to 
spoil  the  child.  Many  of  the  Students  are  contemptible,  abandon¬ 
ed  characters,  outcasts  of  society,  a  disgrace  to  the  University, 
and  deserving  of  scorn  Many  more  are  pussillanimous,  slavish,  sub¬ 
missive  devils,  who  must  be  stirred  up  with  a  red-hot  poker  to 
awaken  them  to  their  privileges  and  their  wrongs ;  and  most,  by 
far,  are  only  objects  of  ridicule  and  fun.  Still,  in  so  large  a  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  so  extensive  a  metropolis  as  Edinburgh,  there  are 
gentlemen  whose  hearts  beat  indignantly  at  the  injuries  they  are 
suffering  from  the  hands  of  a  few  mercenary  Professors,  whose 
very  existence  depends  upon  the  guineas  of  the  Students.  There 
are  men  who  w  ill  yet  redeem  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  and  place 
it  beside  the  Universities  of  England  in  the  estimation  of  the  world. 
There  are  worthy  fellows  enough  to  take  the  management  of  a 
seat  of  learning,  a  kings’  college,  out  of  the  hands  of  a  parcel  of 
impudent  City  Merchants,  and  bloated  Professors;  and,  with  the 
aid  of  Parliament,  obtain  salutary  law’s  and  provisions  to  lift  our 
University  above  the  dregs  of  corruption,  bribery,  patronage,  and 
shame !  We  shall  do  our  duty  at  least ;  we  shall  fearlessly  expose 
what  has  preceded  one  day,  passed  before  our  eyes,  and  will  yet 
be  enacted  unless  you  are  roused  to  the  fight;  wTe  will  drag  abuses 
from  their  hiding-place,  and  beard  this  hydra  of  iniquity  in  its  den* 
Our  task  indeed  is  already  performed  in  a  measure.  We  under¬ 
take  to  present  a  faithful  sketch  of  this  our  menagerie  of  reptiles ; 
and  rest  assured  every  unworthy  name  is  in  our  black  list  ol  attack. 
So  much  do  we  despise  the  miserable  creatures  w’rithing  in  our 
grasp ;  so  completely  shall  we  deprive  them  of  their  stings,  that 
this  we  must  say  to  any  who  may  attempt  to  put  us  down ;  if 
they  desire  to  avoid  being  crushed  by  the  hand,  that  is  only  wip¬ 
ing  a  spot  from  their  faces;  let  them  beware  of  the  encounter  ;  not 
more  easily  did  Sampson  bear  away  the  gates  of  Gaza,  than  can 

we  settle  the  boldest  and  the  best.  What  we  do  here  we  do  in 

* 

kindness  and  love*  What  we  do  if  provoked  shall  be  in  the  «o;rit 


of  hatred  and  hell.  What  we  expose  is  only  a  tithe  of  , the  obliquy 
and  scorn  we  might  heap  upon  your  heads  ;  and  neither  clamour, 
abuse,  nor  power,  nor  oppression,  nor  money,  nor  men,  shall  put 
us  down!  The  University  A,  B,  C,  though  compiled  in  haste,  with 
much  negligence  and  inaccuracy  of  style,  is  complete  as  to  matter, 
and  doomed  to  become  the  record  of  the  day.  What  is  writ  is  writ, 
and  must  be  published.  We  apologizp  for  nothing  excepting  for 
the  leniency  with  which  we  have  treated  many  names  that  deserve 
worse  at  our  hands;  we  want  no  hatred  and  malice  necessary  to 
goad  us  on  to  the  battle.  If  the  attack  be  provoked,  and  per? 
haps  we  ought  only  to  regret  that  our  handling  has  been  too  gentle 
for  the  giant  infant  of  corruption,  we  ought  to  strangle  out-right. 
If  the  Students  support  this  periodical,  before  many  numbers  are 
out,  they  will  have  reason  to  thank  us  for  our  bravery  and  heroia 
attempts  in  their  cause.  If  they  allow  it  to  sink  by  discouraging 
it  themselves,  or  permitting  others  to  put  it  down,  then  let  them 
sink  into  the  mire  from  whence  they  are  unworthy  to  be  dragged  ! . 
Let  them  continue  the  slaves  of  purse-proud  Professors,  the  tools 
of  tallow  chandlers  and  grave-diggers ;  the  laughing  stock  of  every 
University  in  the  land.  Let  them  live,  and  die,  and  rot,  the  poor, 
cowardly,  injured,  bullied,  abused,  pillaged,  gownless,  nameless, 
paltry  slaves;  they  have  crawled  about  lor  years .  Let  them,  in 
God’s  name,  submit  to  be  laughed  at,  kicked,  and  spit  upon  by  the 
men  whose  breeches  they  buy ;  and  let  the  name  of  an  Edinburgh 
Student  be  a  bye-word  through  the  land !  .  « 


JOHN  A*****,  Esq.  M.  D.  Surgeon,  F.  R.  G.  S. 

Ip  ever  man  made  a  determined  stand  for  success  in  life,  John,  * 
was  he.  Nothing  ever  daunted  him  ;  he  was  the  boldest  and  most 
courageous  of  lecturers ;  always  at  his  post ;  no  rain,  nor  snow 
could  frighten  him,  and  when  his  class  had  gone  down  to  half  a 
dozen  of  his  own  apprentices,  he  was  still  even  steady.  The  red, 
jolly  face  of  John  never  lost  its  rubicundity;  his  lecture  on  the 
brain  always  retained  its  poignancy  ;  his  new  mode  of  '  'is«. 
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fAtfed  hot  frt  strength ;  his  claim  to  bo  the  successor  of  John 
Barclay  nothing’  could  Weaken;  and  year  after  year,  John’s  bills  were 
delivered  at  the  College  gate  regularly  with  the  others,  signifying 
the  commencement  of  his  Session.  Gradually,  however,  strong  Ale, 
in  enormous  quantities,  did  its  work  The  Lady’s  fortune  Would 
do  nothing  against  all  those  gratis  pupils  ;  his  private  practice 
increased  not  at  all,  and  John  at  last  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
idea  of  figuring  among  the  Teachers  of  youth.  The  close  of  his 
lecturing  career  was  a  heart-breaking  day  for  the  poor  man  ;  he 
stuck  to  the  rooms  like  a  ghost,  he  Wept  over  the  place  that  was 
his  museum,  he  was  most  disconsolate,  and,  like  Rachael  Weeping 
for  her  children,  would  not  be  comforted. 

At  last  no  one  in  the  world  would  pay  his  piper,  and  the  day  was 
gonet  we  half  wept  ourselves  to  see  no  more  of  those  glorious 
carousals  among  his  pupils  that  erst-while  had  filled  the  square; 
the  Shocking  bad  hats,  and  comical  Highland  coats,  we  ceased  to 
behold ;  all  nature  spoke  aloud  that  the  Doctors  sun  had  for  ever 
set.  It  was  well  he  gave  the  thing  up,  for  l)r.  Jardines  di¬ 
agrams  would  at  any  rate  have  been  the  death  of  him,  spite  of 
flesh  ahd  blood. 

John  has  a  brother  whose  name  is  Tom.  Tom  is  a  long  awkward 
looking  colt,  fond  we  hear  to  excess  of  a  glass  of  the  cratur,  and 
of  making  speeches  at  the  Hunterian.  He  also  aspires  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  oflectUring,  and  tells  you  much  of  the  usual  sort  of  stuff  on 
the  nature  of  the  Materia  Medica. 

Tom  is  fond  of  the  fair  sex  ;  John  is  fond  of  strong  Ale. 

John  is  stouter,  plumper,  more  sagacious  looking  than  Tom,  and 
beats  him  hollow  in  th^  sporting  of  a  gold-headed  cane.  We 
never  yet  saw  them  arm  in  arm,  and  have  not  heard  of  any  person 
who  ever  did. 

Neither  are  we  aware  whether  or  not  the  two  are  yet  extant,  as 
being  out  of  the  way  of  public  observation,  it  is  impossible  we 
can  have  our  eye  on  the  whole  three  millions  of  Scotland  at  once, 
and  narrate  their  individual  histories. 

*  t  '  '  '  t 

We  believe  both  Tom  and  John  are  decent  bodies,  and  no  way  in¬ 
clined  to  brawling,  fighting,  debauchery,  or  any  of  those  shocking 
things  that  in  general  degrade  and  disgrace  the  Edinburgh 
Teachers , 
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They  are  quite  as  much  gentlemen  as  the  Teachers  generally, 
less  sparkish  indeed  we  should  think,  not  so  impudent  and  arro¬ 
gant  to  the  Students,  equally  learned.  To  give  a  character  of 
the  Edinburgh  Lecturers,  in  the  mass,  would  be  hazardous ;  but 
this,  in  due  time,  as  they  would  form  a  club  and  bunt  us  to  death 
for  libel,  but  this  we  can  say  of  them,  that,  with  one  or  two  ex¬ 
ceptions,  they  are  base-born,  impudent  upstarts,  sternly  avaricious, 
disgracefully  shabby,  mean,  low,  and  tradesman-like  in  their  feel¬ 
ings,  loving  Mammon  for  its  own  sake  more  than  Science,  given 
to  Whisky  drinking  and  all  sorts  of  dirty  tricks;  pimps  to  the  de¬ 
baucheries  of  the  Students,  irregular  in  attendance,  and  given  to 
roguery;  they  are  indeed  of  a  class  of  men  whom  we  should  be 

sorry  to  imitate,  they  are  sorry  dogs.  O  how  unlike  the  sublime, 

* 

jolly,  learned  gentlemen  of  Oxford,  how  unlike  the  English 
gentlemen  who  teach  in  London.  The  cold  rawness  of  these 
hirelings,  after  they  get  your  money,  is  worse  than  an  east  wind 
in  winter;  their  watery  eyes  see  constant  visions  of  filthy  lucre; 
they  are  very  Jews  in  their  greedy  love  of  gold. 

The  Curse  of  Cain  upon  their  brows  doth  dwell. 

Their  bosoms  swollen  with  all  the  crimes  of  hell. 

We  hope  our  frien  's,  Tom  and  John  A*****,  are  not  pt  such 
an  order  as  we  have  here  mentioned,  indeed  their  names  cannot 
mingle.  They  were  too  honest  to  prosper,  had  they  been  greater 
rogues  and  villians,  they  would  have  been  more  prosperous 
Teachers. 


CIGARS. 

This  is  a  luxury,  is  is  generaUy  granted,  once  indulged  in,  mainly 
by  gentlemen,  hut  now  it  is  equally  generally  granted,  that  almost 
none  but  Snobs  of  the  foulest  order  aee  -seen  with  them,  more 
especially  since  they  became  frequent  amung  the  filthy  Medical 
Students  of  Edinburgh* 
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It  is  mo«t  foul  to  behold  such  beasts  with  clears,  with  ft  velvet 
coat.  '.>n,  ?ar-e  splay  shoes,  a  holed  silk  neckcloth  once  used  for  the 
;>  eh-  ?,  iiu;  ironed  out  for  the  campaign  of  an  Edinburgh  Session*; 

'  at-  rnnkudy  miscreant  may  be  seen  emerging  pale,  emaciated,  and 
drunken,  from  his  fil  thy,  domicile  in  the  precincts  of  the  liigh 
Street,  reddened  with  the  fum  -  of  an  over-nights  debauch  over 
Whisky  and  Penny  (.  igars.  Hence  they  have  become  odious. in 
all  assemblies.  He  buys  them  of  grocers  and  bacon-dealers,  in¬ 
stead  of  going  to  Cotton  the  Father,  Cotton  the  Soil,  or  Cotton 
the  Nephew.  He  will  barter  for  thirteen  the  shilling.  He  will 
stuff  them  up  in  an  old  tobacco-pouch.  On  Saturdays  he  may  be 
seen  promenading  Princes’  Street,  with  the  black  fragment  in  the 
jaw  of  his  hideous,  satyr  looking  face,  puffing  tine  nauseous  fumes 
into  the  sweet  eyes  of  every  pretty  and  innocent  creature,  whose 
fate  it  may  be,  that  she  is  obliged  to  go  along  that  neglected  and 
desolate  reservoir  of  the  uninitiated. 

His  teeth  become  jellow,  rotten,  and  loose.  The  fellow  cannot 
at  length  eat  It  is  breakfast  without  first  having  smoked  his  penny 
Cigar,  and  he  poisons  a  whole  class  room*  with  the  sickening 
effluvia.  His  face  rapidly  becomes  yellow,  puffed,  diseased,  and 
abandoned  looking  :  his  stomach  falls  to  nothing,  his  eyes  loose  all 
the  expression  that  they  ever  had,  and  the  blackguard  returns 
home  to  bis  snuffy  old  grandmother,  an  ugly,  degraded,  rotten 
beast.  If  there  is  one  sight  more  devilish  than  another,  it  is  the 
picture  of  two  low  Scotch  Students,  drinking  and  smoking  together, 
in  their  tenth  story  garret,  talking  over  the  scandal  of  their  remote 
village,  or  the  putrid  pollutions  of  the  dissecting-rooms,  sitting 
in  the  shadow  of  a  farthing  rush-light,  their  appearance  is  de¬ 
moniacal  in  the  extreme.  Sucli  may  be  said.of  Frost y-face,  and 
his  disgusting  pal,  who  looks  like  a  returned  convict.  Cigars  will 
not  long  be  the  fashion  in  Edinburgh,  even  Ashcroft  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Smith  will  leave  them  off.  Their  use  can  only  tend  to  de¬ 
grade  and  disgrace  the  small  portion  of  respectability  remaining. 
The  dissecting-room  will  become  the  only  fit  place  for  them, 
where  the  two  stenches  will  no  doubt  neutralize  each  other. 


*  Query,  Practical  Kaoms,  Printers  Devil. 
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Professor  A *****  of  P - ,  H — r—  R - 

A  kinder  hearted,  more  gentlemanly,  more  benevolent,  and  hu¬ 
mane  minded  man,  never  lived.  f  .is  whole  life  has  been  a  series 
of  good  and  pure  actions.  Poverty  never  stretched  her  withered 
hands  to  him  in  vain.  Sickness  never  moaned  in  vain.  No  rank 
of  society  is  to  low  or  mean  for  his  attentions.  And  with  the  same 
pure  benevolence  of  action,  he  will  go  into  the  vilest  abode  in  the 
Cowgate,  as  to  the  noblest  dwelling  in  Moray  Place. 

Such  feelings  have  their  own  reward  ;  and  there  is  no  man  in 
the  University  so  justly  beloved  by  the  Students  as  A****».  When 
he  first  appeared  as  a  Lecturer,  he  was  preceded  by  a  great 
fame,  as  a  Physician  and  a  Physiologist.  He  had  also  been  a care- 
ful  Student  of  the  Literature  of  Medicine,  was  the  son  of  one  of 
the  most  beauitful  writers  that  ever  had  written  in  Scotland:  was 
known  to  be  a  good  hearted,  kind,  gentlemanly  man,  and  from  this 
his  lectures  were  very  much  crowded  and  were  listened  to  w'itli 
great  attention.  His  manner  of  lecturing  delighted  all.  He  spoke 
low,  but  clear  and  distinct;  his  language  wras  elegant  and  classical; 
his  illustrations  correct  and  widely  furnished  ;  his  knowledge  very 
extensive;  his  action  graceful  and  easy  ;  and  his  whole  manner  that 
of  a  perfect  gentleman.  He  at  once  became  a  gieat  favourite  writh 
the  Students,  iiismanner  to  them,  we  have  said,  was  bland,  court¬ 
eous.  and  attentive;  and  this  great  difference  from  the  conduct  of 
the  other  Professors,  was  marked  in  the  extreme.  As  a  Secretary 
to  the  University,  an  Kxaminator,  a  Physician  in  the  Hospital, 
and  a  Clinical  Lecturer,  he  also  became  highly  popular. 

He  has  published  but  little  except  in  the  Medical  Journals;  but 
the  book  lately  brought  out.  as  a  class-book,  is  a  highly  useful  one, 
containing  much  valuable  information,  extensive  collections  of  opin¬ 
ions,  sound  practical  illustrations,  and  is  extremely  well  adapted 

for  a  Students  reading.  A - has  w'ritten  also  much  in  our  leading 

Literary  Periodicals,  and  if  certain  articles  are  his,  that  are  attributed, 
to  him  in  Blackwood,  there  is  not  a  more  powerful  writer  on  poli. 

tics,  De  Quincey  not  excepted  in  the  English  language.  A - is 

a  tall,  stout,  gentlemanly  looking  man.  The  expression  of  his  face 
is  that  of  the  suaviter  in  modo  and  fot  tiler  in  re.  His  eye  is  quiet, 
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calm,  sagacious,  and  observant.  The  chin  is  strongly  formed  and 
the  lips  are  light  and  small,  denoting  considerable  sensibility.  His 
countenance  is  on  the  whole  a  little  worn  perhaps  with  much 
study  and  thought. 

If  the  Professors  generally  had  been  men  like  A — — ,  if  they 
generally  had  shown  more  kindness  to  the  Students,  if  they  had 
not  been  supporters  of  rottenness  and  corruption,  if  indeed  there 
had  been  half-a-dozen  men  in  London  to  be  applauded,  we  had 
never  opened  the  floodgates  of  Anathema  on  Stink-o-malee  ;  we 
had  never  come  forth  an  Hercules  to  the  Augean  stable  ;  we  ha<J 
never  troubled  ourselves  to  root  out  this  infernal  den  of  bestiality 
from  the  reverence  of  the  good,  the  just,  and  the  wise.  We 
should  have  left  it  alone  untouched  and  uninjured,  and  it  might 
for  us  have  stood  for  ever. 

As  it  is.  Anathema  Maranathena  be  for  ever  upon  their  College  ; 
as  it  is,  our  curses  be  on  its  towers,  its  pillars,  its  halls  ;  on  every 
stone  that  supports  it  ;  may  the  mill  dew  eat  into  it;  and  the 
east  wind  pierce  its  crevices  ;  may  sunlight  never  enter  through 
its  windows  ;  may  the  heaviest  winter  storms  oeat  against  it;  may 
the  rat,  the  toad,  and  the  serpent,  lurk  in  its  secret  places  ;  may 
the  spider  cloud  its  roofs,  and  the  foot  of  the  Student  never  be 
seen  within  its  walls  ;  may  the  great  and  the  wise  abhor  it,  detest 
it,  and  loathe  it;  may  all  memories  and  associations  of  it  be  as 
those  of  murder  and  assassination  ;  and  ere  long  may  each  stone 
be  eaten  piece-meal  by  the  tooth  of  the  elements ;  may  its  pillars 
sink  into  the  mire,  and  over  its  ruins  breath  poison,  pestilence, 
ruin,  and  destruction.  Amin. 


TO  THE  STUDENTS  OF  EDINDURGH. 

We  have  observed  a  thing  called  the  University  Maga,  (what  pro¬ 
fanation  of  terms,)  and  cannot  help  expressing  our  astonishment 
that  so  low  and  puny  a  buntling  was  not  strangled  in  the  birth; 
and  we  must  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  we  never  knew  an  act 
of  more  cool  and  consnmate  impudence  than  its  appealing  (see 
No.  7.)  to  three  learned  professions  for  countenance  and  support*- 
What !  shall  it  be  said  that  those  who  listen  to  the  eloquent  dis¬ 
courses  in  and  out  of  the  University,  shall  feed  on  the  garbage  and 
obscenity  of  an  Editor  of  what  he  calls  Maclean  papers,  and  one 
who  modestly  places  himself  in  comparison  with  that  paragon  of 
the  earth,  the  evergreen  and  glorious  Blaektvood . 


